[Study of thyroid autoimmunity in man. Contribution of cell cultures to the study of antibodies stimulating the thyroid gland in Basedow's disease].
The value of thyroid cell cultures in vitro has been demonstrated in auto-immune thyroiditis in animals. We have used the same method in man to investigate for serum thyroid-stimulating antibodies (TSAb) by measuring cyclic AMP production in thyroid cell cultures incubated with immunoglobulins from patients with Graves' disease. The specificity of the reaction is strictly directed either against TSH or against immunoglobulins from patients with Graves' disease; 92% of the sera of our untreated Graves' disease patients were positive. The value of this technique compared to the other methods used for detecting TSAb is discussed.